Process Paper    from www.nationalhistoryday.org



A process paper is a description of no more than 500 words explaining how you conducted your research and created and developed your entry. You must conclude your description with an explanation of the relationship of your topic to the contest theme. 

A title page is required as the first page of written material in every category. Your title page must include only the title of your entry, your name(s) and the contest division and category in which you are entered. Do not include your age, grade or school name.

Process Paper:

First section should explain how you chose your topic.

Second section should explain how you conducted your research.

Third section should explain how you selected your presentation category and created your project.

Fourth section should explain how your project relates to the NHD theme.

Note from Ms. Newport- 

January 19


Process Paper Due.  Typed and double spaced.


One per group w/title page
Process Paper Checklist-Ms. Newport uses this to grade your process paper!
First paragraph


____Personal connection to topic


____Clear reason of choosing topic


____Discussion with group about topic

Second paragraph
          ____In-Class group time

____Media Center with class


____Consulted with Media Specialist (Mrs.Shultz)


____Media Center outside of class


____Visits or online use of Tulsa County Library


____Gathered using Public Library databases

____Wrote letters to type of organizations who responded

____Used materials received from request in letters


____Conducted interviews (in person or email)


____Internet research at school and/or at home/Tiger Advisory Time

____Kept a journal of research/folder/use of Noodletools

____Traveled to significant places for research (museums, 



universities, etc...)

Third paragraph (you may have to write this as if you have already done it, yet it may not be completed.  Make certain all is past tensed. This is a good time to make a plan.

____Decision to select presentation category (group or individual)


____Purchase of board or backdrop or use of Web Portal on NHD

____Gathering and choosing of possible material for board or website 



(picts, quotes, etc...)


____Gathering and choosing materials for display on table or website

____Use of Cricut for letter cutting (board)

____ Decision on how to organize the board or website (three sections
as in coordination 


with the your research…history, stand, result)

____Gathering as a group to assemble board or website
Fourth paragraph

____Clearly relate topic to Taking a Stand in History.  Be specific using details. This will be your longest (could be fifteen sentences long) and most detailed paragraph.  This is where you relate your topic to the theme and prove your thesis.
Cover the following topics with evidence from your research: 

1) historical time period 

2) the stand that was taken by your person or group and how they took that stand

3) results of the stand that was taken; how did history change after the stand
